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Do you want to know more about substance misuse 
in the London Borough of Richmond upon Thames?  

Read on for more information about work to prevent and reduce substance misuse 

 

Welcome to the sixteenth issue of the JSNA Newsletter - a rolling publication produced by 

Public Health that describes the health, social care and wellbeing of local residents. In this 

issue we give an update on substance misuse, including drugs and alcohol, for young 

people and adults in Richmond.  

The Council has a lead responsibility for the prevention and treatment of substance misuse, 

which involves services working closely across the council and also with partners including 

the Clinical Commissioning Group (CCG), GP practices, community pharmacies and other 

health services, specialist providers of drug and alcohol services, the police, criminal justice 

services, voluntary bodies and Public Health England. Substance misuse is an important 

part of the Public Health remit as well as an important aspect of Community Safety. 

The harm and associated costs caused by misuse of alcohol and drugs to individuals, 

families and communities is substantial. 

Treatment that is recovery focused for those misusing substances is highly cost effective. 

Investment in treatment services can avoid substantial costs relating to crime, antisocial 

behaviour and use of health services as well as achieving benefits for the individual by 

improving their health and their life as a whole. 

 

If you would like to contribute to future editions of this JSNA newsletter please get in touch 

with us at jsna@richmond.gov.uk. We will gladly receive and consider your feedback, data, 

information and intelligence for future newsletter publications. The next newsletter will have 

a focus on safeguarding.  

 

Dr Dagmar Zeuner 

Director of Public Health 

London Borough of Richmond upon Thames  
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National and local strategies 

The importance of supporting the prevention of substance misuse in Richmond upon 

Thames has been acknowledged in influential national and local strategic documents, 

including: 

National 

 The Government’s alcohol strategy (2012) 

 The Government’s drug strategy (2010) 

Local 

 The Annual Report of the Director of Public Health (2014-15) 

 Health and Wellbeing Strategy (2013-16) 

 Richmond upon Thames Community Safety Partnership Plan (2014-17) 

Richmond’s approach to prevent and reduce substance 
misuse 

The Prevention of Substance Misuse Strategy is a joint strategy between the London 

Borough of Richmond upon Thames and the Richmond Clinical Commissioning Group. It 

sets out a comprehensive programme of actions to prevent and reduce substance misuse 

and related harm. It aims to achieve the following outcomes: 

 More people access and benefit from alcohol and drug prevention and early 

intervention services 

 More people successfully recover from drug and alcohol problems and are engaged 

in education and employment and are not offending 

 Fewer people admitted to hospital with alcohol and drug related conditions 

 More children and young people are protected from the harm related to  parental 

substance misuse, including domestic violence 

 Fewer young people report drinking alcohol or using illicit drugs 

 Fewer people engage in alcohol and drug related antisocial behaviour and crime   

This newsletter provides a snapshot of selected information on substance misuse in 

Richmond upon Thames. 
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What next? 

JSNA Seminar 

We are pleased to invite you to attend the Second Richmond JSNA Stakeholder Seminar on 

17th September 2015. The seminar will run from 11:00-14:00 with light refreshments 

provided in the Clarendon Hall, York House, Richmond Road, Twickenham, TW1 3AA. For 

more details and to book a place, RSVP to jsna@richmond.gov.uk, agenda to follow.  

The report and slides for the First JSNA seminar, held in January, can be accessed here: 

www.datarich.info/jsna/seminar20150119  

Future needs assessments 

Throughout the year short topic-based reports are published on the Local Authority’s 

website, enabling key messages to be shared with local partners. Topics that are planned for 

future JSNA reports and newsletters include: 

  Child sexual exploitation 

 Health and wellbeing of children 

 Mental health and wellbeing 

 Obesity (adults) 

 Special Educational Needs and Disabilities 

 Urgent care (children age 0-5) 

Look out for our newsletters and have a look at some of the resources we have highlighted 

below. All health needs assessments and quarterly newsletters are available via: 

www.richmond.gov.uk/jsna.  

  

Further resources 

 The Annual Report of the Director of Public Health 

www.richmond.gov.uk/annual_public_health_report 

 Joint Health and Wellbeing Strategy 2013-16 

www.richmond.gov.uk/joint_health_and_wellbeing_strategy 

 Richmond Young People’s Survey 2014  

www.richmond.gov.uk/richmond_young_peoples_survey 

 Public Health Outcomes Framework 

http://www.phoutcomes.info/ 

Contact us 

If you have any topics or issues you think the JSNA team could analyse, or if you would like 

to get involved in any of the work currently underway, please email us at: 

jsna@richmond.gov.uk 
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