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Do you want to know more about safeguarding of 
children and young people in the London Borough 
of Richmond upon Thames?  

Read on for more information about work to protect children and young people from harm. 

 

Welcome to the seventeenth issue of the JSNA Newsletter - a rolling publication produced by 
Public Health that describes the health, social care and wellbeing of local residents. In this 
issue we provide information about children and young people who are vulnerable and at risk 
of harm.  

The Council has the overarching responsibility for safeguarding and promoting the welfare of 
all children and young people in the borough. This involves services working closely across 
the council and Achieving for Children (AfC), and also with partners including the Clinical 
Commissioning Group (CCG), GP practices and other health services, the police, criminal 
justice services, and voluntary bodies. 
 
The most effective way to prevent neglect and abuse of children and young people is 
through agencies intervening as early as possible and providing additional support and help 
to vulnerable children and families.  

This aim of early intervention is integral to Richmond strategies and services concerned with 
promoting and protecting the health and wellbeing of children, young people and families. 
The Richmond Local Safeguarding Children Board has the key responsibility to coordinate 
local safeguarding work and ensure the effectiveness of local activity to keep children safe. 

This newsletter presents selected information on the profile of children and young people 
who are particularly vulnerable and who need additional support to protect and promote their 
health and wellbeing.  
 
Two issues have particular national prominence – child sexual exploitation and female 
genital mutilation. This newsletter gives a perspective on these concerns locally. 
 
If you would like to contribute to future editions of this JSNA newsletter please get in touch 
with us at jsna@richmond.gov.uk. We will gladly receive and consider your feedback, data, 
information and intelligence for future newsletter publications. The next newsletter will have a 
focus on housing.  
 

Dr Dagmar Zeuner 

Director of Public Health 

London Borough of Richmond upon Thames  
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National and local strategies 

The significant role and statutory duty of organisations in promoting the welfare of children 

and young people and protecting them from abuse and neglect are set out in national and 

local strategic documents, including: 

National  

 Working Together to Safeguard Children 2015 – HM Government  

 Tackling Child Sexual Exploitation: Action Plan 2011– Department for Education 

 Female Genital Mutilation: multi-agency practice guidelines 2014– Home Office and 

Department for Education  

 Mandatory reporting of Female Genital Mutilation - procedural information – Home 

Office and Department of Education 2015 

Local  

 Richmond Children and Young People’s Plan (2013-17) 

 Richmond Health and Wellbeing Strategy (2013-16) – Refresh in development 

 Richmond and Kingston Early Help Strategy   

 Kingston and Richmond LSCB Child Sexual Exploitation Strategy 2015 

 

Definitions 

Child sexual exploitation (CSE) takes many forms, from the seemingly ‘consensual’ 

relationship where sex is exchanged for attention, accommodation, drugs, alcohol, money or 

gifts, to organised crime and trafficking. It involves varying degrees of coercion, intimidation 

or enticement, including unwanted peer pressure, sexual bullying (including cyber bullying) 

and grooming for sexual activity.  

Female Genital Mutilation (FGM) is a serious form of child abuse and violence against 

women and girls, and a violation of human rights. FGM comprises all procedures that involve 

partial or total removal of the external female genitalia, or other injury to the female genital 

organs for non-medical reasons. There is no cultural or religious justification for FGM. If it is 

performed on a British citizen in the UK or overseas it is a crime.  
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What next? 

Future needs assessments 

Throughout the year short topic-based reports are published on the Local Authority’s 

website, enabling key messages to be shared with local partners. Topics that are planned for 

future JSNA reports include: 

 Special Educational Needs and Disabilities 

 Child Sexual Exploitation  

 Obesity (adults) 

 Substance Misuse 

 

Look out for our newsletters and have a look at some of the resources we have highlighted 

below. All health needs assessments and quarterly newsletters are available via: 

www.richmond.gov.uk/jsna.  

  

Further resources 

 The Annual Report of the Director of Public Health 

www.richmond.gov.uk/annual_public_health_report 

 Joint Health and Wellbeing Strategy 2013-16 

www.richmond.gov.uk/joint_health_and_wellbeing_strategy 

 Richmond Young People’s Survey 2014  

www.richmond.gov.uk/richmond_young_peoples_survey 

 Children and Young People-Needs Assessment September 2015 

http://www.datarich.info/resource/view?resourceId=567  

 Public Health Outcomes Framework 

http://www.phoutcomes.info/ 

 

Contact us 

If you have any topics or issues you think the JSNA team could analyse, or if you would like 

to get involved in any of the work currently underway, please email us at: 

jsna@richmond.gov.uk 
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